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» v*>ni! T Is a physician's mission to cure disu9g ease and alleviate suffering. There Is

M y a point beyond which he cannot cure

rJ | disease. After that it Is his duty to

fijp J alleviate suffering."
A mission implies a mandate, a

mandate an authority superior to

that of the missionary. I do not know from

what higher authority a physician derives his

own, nor who has the right to lay down the

lines within which his activity must lie.

"Within the civil and the moral law Dr. NehemiahNickerson, whose words are quoted
above, is a free agent.free to observe or

disregard the customs of his trade as consciencemay determine. He has no mandate,
110 mission.

'

It Is true, however, that to "cure disease"
and "alleviate suffering" are purposes commonlyrecognized as important among those

belonging to the practice of medicine. Havingfailed to accomplish the first, how far

may a physician go in accomplishing the
second? That is a question that finds no

answer In any imaginary "mandate." It is

not even answered by the Decalogue, for the
commandment "Thou shalt not kill" has so

many obvious and necessary limitations that
its value as a guide to conduct is virtually
nothing. Dr. Nickerson believes he may go

<1
g^gjgjgg»nx admirable expression of the

PJ ^ democratic ideal in education is
® ! in Joseph Pulitzer's Free Schol@1-j! arshlps. The ambitious school?boys whose parents are poor

place their hopes in them; all

sincere students are interested in them.
Before Mr. Pulitzer, initiated them, ten

years ago, pupils In the public school class
voked Images of vials in which the teacherspoured science, and the adverse critics

said, "It is as if it were necessary that physiciansand cobblers should know the same

things."
Mr. Pulitzer had a retort to that prepared.

He wrote: "My special object is to help the
poor. The rich can help themselves. My injunctionagainst favoritism must, therefore,
be understood as admitting of favoritism to

the poor. I believe in self-made men, but 'it
is not the aim of this plan to help people for
ordinary moniy-maklng purposes. College
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so far as to kill the patient that he canno'

cure. Moreover, he candidly affirms his habi

of doing so. We are told that he* is an emi
nent physician; there is apparently nothinf
in his frank avowal to lessen his distinction
It would not surprise, indeed, if his farm

should take attention from even the officer!

of the law. To make himself an object o

lively interest in quarters where the severa

kinds of eminence in his profession are com

monly overlooked he has only to descenc
from generals to particulars, naming th<

patients whom he has turned out of th»

frying pan of physical pain into whatevei
state awaited them, and the means (un
der Providence) which is employed to tha

end. "

A man may be the best judge of what hi

Is for, but by laymen unskilled in physic i

is usually held that a person's "mission" ii

not only to "cure disease" and "alleviate suf

ferlng," but to prolong life.to save it alto

gether being impossible, for all must eventu
ally die. But laymen have no mandate to bi

always right; now and again they have beei
in error. On the whole, there seems to bi

enough of plausibility in Dr. Nickerson'i
view to justify an examination. When i

horse or a dog incurs the mischance of s

broken back no question is raised as to thi

propriety of "putting it out of its misery.'

Wat te IF
education Is not needed for that. There ar<

nobler purposes in life, and my hope is no

that these scholarships will make bettei

butchers, bakers, brokers and bank cashiers

but that they will help to make teachers

scholars, physicians, authors, Journalists
judges, lawyers and statesmen.
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minish, the number of those who, under ou:

free institutions, rise from the humblest t<

the highest positions. I have not enterec

upon this scheme without careful thought
It was a dream of my youth. It is the con

viction of experience.
"I shall be happy indeed if It should, evei
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the cause of education and lift Into a highe;
plane of citizenship and usefulness to thi

State, children of the poor, who, in splt<
of talent, without such education and grea

hardship, cannot compete for the noble;

prizes of an Intellectual career."
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t Unable to cure it, we kill it, and in doing so tic

t feel a comfortable sense of benevolence.a erj
- consciousness of having performed a disa- ch

r greeable duty.of having discharged an obli- on

gation inseparable from our domination over Jju
i the beasts of the field. It may be said that Th

3 in the instance of a human being similarly evi

f incurable the dominion is lacking. But that dis

1 does not go to the root of the matter, and is, ho
- moreover, untrue*, for a helpless man is as for

1 much subject to our power as a helpless ani- th(

J mal, and as much a charge upon our good th<

i will. And in many cases he is as little capa- be
r ble of deciding wisely what is good for him. ob,
- A wounded bird or squirrel will manifest a an

t' strong Indisposition to be "put out of its asi

misery" by struggling to escape into the coi

2 Drusn; a mu.ii win guiucuum ucg wi ^^

t even when he does not know himself Incura- Su

3 ble. If there should be a difference in the mc

- treatment of men and animals in respect of ill
- the matter in hand, it would seem from such va

- facts as this that the beast should be spared dis

; and the man killed. Jiu

1 But Dr. Nickerson's critics think that a no

2 different rule.the present one.should hold, pri

s because the mg.n is an immortal soul, where- sk

i as the beast is a thing of to-day, divinely or- ca

i dained to "perish." hh

3 To this it may be said in reply: "All the ge
' stronger reason for a reversal of our prac- in
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i The scheme, detailed to the City Superin- r

t tencient of Schools in a letter, dated May 21, M;

r 1889, was to give to twelve boys.chosen in

, among the graduates of the grammar scl

, schools.$250 a year each, during their five mi

, years' course in the College of the City of rei

New York, or in any other college that a ve

- committee designated. an

r The graduate of the grammar school went 1

3 to college, developed his general knowledge, lit

1 acquired the perception of his particular ur

. faculties, of his individuality, and found him- of
< self incapable.in the lack of money, in the VI

lack of ability to earn money.helpless at the M
i threshold of his career. m<
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p Pulitzer gave an endowment fund of $100,000 1

8 to Columbia University. By the terms of it gr
i ten elect among the grammar school-gradu- dr

t ates receive free tuition in the preparatory Mi

p high school and the collegiate courses of the Jo

unlversiftr every year. *Ei
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e; for in putting the man out of his mi

7 you would not really kill, but on

ange him; but the animal, having on

e life, in taking that you make him 'po
ieed,' depriving him of all that he has
iat the man is an immortal soul is, ho^

er, a proposition which, after centuries
tcussion, remains unsettled; and those wl
Id Dr. Nickerson's view must in conscien
ego the advantage of the argument whi<
sir generous opponents try to thrust up<
;m. If we actually knew human beings
immortal many of the current popul:

Jeotions to killing them would disappea
d not only soldiers, but physicians ai

iassins, could work at their trades.with
nparatively free hand, along lines of us

Iness not always and entirely diverger
rely there could be no great wrong in "r

>ving" a good Christian, whether he we

at ease or not; to translate him from th
le of tears to the shining altitudes of Par

se is distinctly to augment the sum

man happiness. For that matter, it wou
t be difficult to demonstrate logically t!

:>position that every Christian may right
ty every other Christian upon whom
n get his hands. True, he is forbidden 1
5 religion to do so. All the more noble ai

nerous of him to incur eternal punishme
order to abridge his brother's season
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inn school. They take three or four yeai
the course of which each elect under t
holarship received $750. At the end of it

iy go to a college that tye has chosen ai

ceive $250 a year, or enter Columbia Ui
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the supreme authority on Philippine a

hat his wisdom be utilized,

hat General Otis and Admiral Dewey
our responsibilities in the archipelago
nown that~Otis has been jealous of tli

low now is how far the Otis policy has

Administration to ignore the protests
,n Peace Commissioners, to shut its

miss the unanimous denunciations of

*aff." But it will not be possible for it

months, and then all the facts will ha

fj of subordinate commanders whom

by that time in crushing the Philippi:
bjection to a hated foreign rule. But

lat if it finds that peace could have be

it a legacy of hate, by the exercise of

ise of political expediency he will welc
predicament that is daily becoming i

He will discuss the situation frankly
e may be able to cut loose from som*

mefit of his political prospects.
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Dewey into McKinley politics before ]

Ohio opposed the Spanish war and foi

rith the war chariot. Then Hanna sei;

snored throughout the country, Hanm

come a train-platform exhibit for par
him take it.

SM.
d Cuba occupied. It said; "Dig the !

reat National Universities at West P<

begun.
shed in the little time since Dewey we]

1 Policy carried out as well. The 1
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ly Jatrw
s- earthly trial, insure fcim against backsliding,
ly and usher him at once into the Kingdom of

ly Delights. In point of mere expediency a genoreral observance of such high duty is open to

." the objection that it would somewhat rev-duce the church militant in point of numeriofcal strength. But this is perhaps a di10gression.
cc It is urged that, not knowing the purposes
;h of the Creator in creating and giving us life,
)n we should endure (and make our helpless
to friends endure) whatever ills befall, lest by
ar death we Ignorantly frustrate the divine

.r, plan. Merely pausing to remark that the

id plan of an omnipotent Deity is probably not

a easllv frustrated, I should like to point out
e- that in this very ignorance of the purpo^ of

it. existence lies a justification of putting an

e- end to it. I did not ask for existence; ~it was

re thrust upon me without my assent. As He

lis who1 gave it has permitted it to become an

a- affliction to me, and has not apprised me of

of its advantages to others or to Himself, I am

Id not bound to assume that it has any such adhevantages. If when in my despair I ask why
ly I ought to continue a life of suffering I am
he uncivilly denied an answer, I am not bound
by to believe, and in lack of light may be unidable to believe, that the answer if given
nt would satisfy me. So, the game having gone
of against me and the dice appearing to be

EwiDfisleir
ce ture.American history, geography and arlthrs,metic.
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The examiners question the candlhedates in view of their individual traits,
he Twenty pupils are chosen. Then the secidretary to the committee has the task of
li- eliminating from the list those who are least
. in need of the free scholarships. Their founir.der intends that they shall be always the
u- apanage of the poorest. The verification is
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I X- <-Ali tiUClJ UiilX^UiU AWiCW4 U.iXigy,WWWedsiduity, refinement of tact. F. N. R. Mar:r;tinez has these qualities intensely. Of his
ce experience, he says:
el, "As a rule, the information obtained from
he the parents of a candidate Is trustworthy.

Often a father's self-interest or a mother's
he anxiety leads a family into exaggeration of
n- its poverty. But the checks are so numerous

ce and so sure! The twenty families are carestfully questioned, the report of all the inves-
re tigatlons is exhaustive. The committee sea-lects by vote the ten elect to the free scholar>
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svorld mo>es swiftly when it ge
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That Is th< way that Dr. Nickerson woi

probably re.. on if incurable and In grt.
pain. I con. 5 my inability to discern the
fallacious nt re of his argument. Indeed,
it seems to 1 that so far as concerns bafflingthe di\ » purpose, the patient who(
calls in a ph ,iatl -ifl tries to recover is,
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^tient who tries to die. To
an understani

__ accepts |{je a# a giftjfrom God il0g( mJght very naturally seem
a divine of an ajtered mind. To
one thinkin_after that fashion voluntary,'death ou '

ecessarily appear as cheerful^submission t^g divine will, and the takingof medicine . , ...

impious rebellion.
The rig ht suIcjde inipiies and carrieswith it the rif f .

i.u pun. lu uceiLii a Buiierer incurably111, ft^ rejjej we claim, forourselves we righteously deny to those!in our care.
^ wouia naturally expect amedical advot ^ suiclde to kill a patient!occasionally, aumanjt;y may suggest and]opportunity sf

Dr Nic^eraon-g franknessis no less
i appamhg> but on a sur.

vey of the en
>uestjon jt seems a good!deal easier to I ut hlg lnfractlona of law'

than his disloj ^ right, reason and thehigher sentimei ^ distingulsh Ug fromthe people of V
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the social amerytle ^ h&d ^ perspectiveof dark, damp roc
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. ... ti, physically and,morally, healthy. in a word, goodcitizens.
Joseph Pulitzei
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